WINNING THE CHARTERS           103

days of Charles I and Archbishop Laud, when the
obtaining of the Massachusetts Bay charter had
roused such intensity of feeling in England. What
was interesting Englishmen was no longer the
matter of religious obedience in the colonies, but
rather that of their political and commercial
dependence on the mother country.

As the future of New England was certain to
be debated at Whitehall after 1660, the colonies
took pains to have representatives on the ground
to meet criticisms and complaints, to ward off
attacks, and to beg for favors. Rhode Island
sent a commission to Dr. John Clarke, one of her
founders and leading men, at that time in London,
instructing him to ask for royal protection, self-
government, liberty of conscience, and a charter.
Massachusetts sent Simon Bradstreet and the
Reverend John Norton, with a petition that reads
like a sermon, praying the King not to listen to other
men's words but to grant the colonists an oppor-
tunity to answer for themselves, they being "true
men, fearers of God and the King, not given to
change, orthodox and peaceable in Israel." Con-
necticut, with more worldly wisdom, sent John
Winthrop, the Governor, a man courtly and tact-
ful, with a petition shrewdly worded and to the